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 Message from the Chair 

Water: We drink it, cook with it, shower with it, we clean our dishes and 

our laundry with it and water our lawns. We swim in it, fish in it, we skate 

on it in the winter and enjoy being on the lake.  Nearly every product and 

produce we buy involves water somewhere on its way to store shelves. We 

all rely on water – on clean water.  We share it with each other and 

everybody is responsible for being a good “water neighbour”.  

Water management needs a holistic approach with everyone being 

involved: local and provincial government, municipalities, cities and towns, First Nations, special interest 

groups and every single person.   

There have already been several projects and activities successfully implemented that target source water 

protection.  But to be efficient with our efforts it is important to work together – to collaborate: Share 

information, communicate, reach out, engage and therefore make a real difference. 

To ensure high water quality in the North Saskatchewan River watershed and for our “water neighbours”, 

we encourage all rural and urban municipalities, First Nations and special interest groups within the 

watershed to join the North Saskatchewan River Basin Council (NSRBC) and become a member.  The 

benefits of collaboration include e.g. priority for investments in your community, access to funding for 

source water protection projects, administration assistance, networking resource to assist with issues, 

access to resources to raise awareness about water conservation or other topics of concern.  

 

With our partner communities we have been working on various projects and we are eager to gain more 

participation, to take it into action and create efficient solutions.   

Water is an essential element of our lives. We have to protect and sustain its quantity and quality – 

together!  

 

John Kindrachuk 
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Message from the Manager 

I am pleased to provide you with our first Annual Report since our incorporation 

in 2008.  

Be that so much has happened over the last 4 years I have chosen to highlight 

our progress towards Source Water Protection (SWP) since we started as 

opposed to just the last year.  

I would like to thank all the communities who have worked willingly with us to 

promote watershed awareness and many of the action items towards protecting 

our water sources.  In reality, without our communities, and their engagement 

we would be nothing more than a website, offering no good when it comes to on 

the ground achievements.  I am hopeful to continue to build on our community foundation and continue 

to benefit the people living in the watershed, both directly and indirectly.  

Some of our many successes included in this document are:  

The Agri-Environmental Group Plan groups, which, since last year, now cover the entirety of the North 

Saskatchewan River, as it flows through our watershed.   

Further to engaging our agricultural community we completed a Climate Change Adaptation initiative, 

which engaged traditional knowledge of long time farmers and developed solutions for reducing the 

impacts of droughts or high moisture years.  

We have supported four First Nations in the completion of a reserve scale source water protection plan.  

And have been able to secure funds and technical support to implement many of the key actions listed in 

these.  We have engaged many more First Nations in discussion, education and outreach, working 

towards protection our water.  

We have been fortunate to make a strong presence in the schools in our watershed, to raise awareness 

about what a watershed is, why it is important and how each student can make a difference.  Thanks to 

our water models these have been great engagements. 

We have attended numerous public events, i.e. SARM, SUMA, and city events, to raise awareness about 

different SWP related initiatives, and offer links to people and communities seeking solutions to water 

problems.  

We continue to engage on the provincial level with the Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW).  

This allows us to network on a larger scale and keep the big picture in mind, so that we are working in 

unison with our sister watersheds, as opposed to working separately from them.  

With 4 years in our belt we are better able to serve our communities, despite the huge challenges we face 

given our geographic scale and diversity of demographics.  It would be nice if we had four times the 

budget to make an impact, but we don't so we make the difference were we can.  In my time, I have 

noticed it can be challenging for communities to see the direct value/impact of a watershed wide, SWP 

initiative.  Especially when our capacity limits our presence and activity in each respective community, 

but I think the best example that speaks to the intrinsic value of SWP is the New York Watershed Project, 

where the primary water treatment for the 8.24 million occupants of the city, occurs upstream, in the 

countryside, on the watershed.  The potential is there, and I think it is honourable to invest in keeping 

what we have, which is a reliable, relatively clean water source, in good shape, to be passed on to the next 

generation.  Lord knows there is enough to worry about in the future, if we can prevent water from being 

one of those things, I think that puts humanity ahead. Katherine Finn 
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Introduction  

Being the first annual report to be published by the NSRBC, this report outlines the activities over the last 

couple of years (2008-2012) to bring you up to speed on all the NSRBC has been active in.  The North 

Saskatchewan River Source Water Protection Plan (NSRSWPP) is the compass used for directing the 

activities of the NSRBC and all initiatives are measured against this document.  To access the NSRSWPP 

or view an electronic copy of this annual report please visit our website at nsrbc.ca. 
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The 2012 NSRBC staff are as follows:  

Katherine Finn     Susanne Abe 

Manager     Communications Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annette Smith    Angela Vaadeland   Rachel Turnquist 

North Sask AEGP Technician  Parkland AEGP Technician  Redberry Lake AEGP and  

Battle River AEGP Technician 
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Past Projects:  

 

Climate Change Adaptation  

In 2010 NSRBC facilitated meetings across the 

watershed (Maidstone, North Battleford, Hafford, 

Canwood, Shellbrook) to raise awareness about 

the increased potential of extreme weather events 

(both drought and flooding) due to uncertain 

effects of climate change.  Speaker David 

Sauchyn shared information about his study on 

climate variation, through assessing tree rings.  

NSRBC facilitated data collection meetings across 

the watershed with producers, who have first hand 

traditional knowledge of the impacts of climate 

events on the agricultural sector.  During these 

meetings we discussed adaptation items that could 

reduce the impacts on production, if extreme climate events where to occur.   

NSRBC partnered with SWA to develop a Farm water conservation booklet.  Now available on our 

website www.nsrbc.ca. 
Watershed Awareness Education  

Working with young people is 

always a highlight in the job.  

We have had many 

opportunities to engage 

students along the way, from 

school presentations, field 

days, yellow fish road, to 

different public events 

throughout the year.  One of 

our goals when working with students is to empower them by 

helping them to identify ways they can either conserve water or prevent 

contaminations from spreading into their water supplies.  You'd be 

surprised at the alarm and disgust when students learn that municipalities 

discharge treated sewage effluent into the North Saskatchewan River and 

other water bodies every year.  It is 

all part of understanding the cycle of 

water in our lives, from the source to 

disposal of our water.  It is also 

entertaining to watch the 

bewilderment on their face when 

you ask them where water comes 

from, beyond the tap, or where does 

the water go after you flush the 

toilet.  Equally there are students who are more aware and knowledgeable 

of their environment, it would put the average municipal councillor to shame.   
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Well Decommissioning  

Every year the NSRBC tries to decommission as many abandoned 

wells as it is feasible.  Even if it is only one or two wells a year, 

that is one less vulnerability to the ground water.  There are several 

means used to afford well decommissioning.  Coverage from the 

Canada Farm Stewardship Program has decommissioned numerous 

wells.  Sometime special funding for First Nations wells has been 

accessed and sometimes NSRBC core funding has been used to get 

the project done.  Just this last year the NSRBC was awarded 

$10,000 towards a "Mission to Decommission" project from Shell 

Canada.  This money will be used to facilitate the decommissioning 

of as many wells as possible in our watershed.  Abandoned wells 

pose a risk to ground 

water resources because 

they act as a portal for 

any surface 

contamination (run off, 

manure, mice, chemicals, 

organic matter etc) to access aquifers directly.  Normally all of 

these things would be filtered by the soil, reducing the risk of 

water contamination significantly.  NSRBC is always looking 

for abandoned well sites to decommission or use as a 

demonstration.  If you know of one, don't be shy in consulting 

any of the NSRBC or AEGP staff.  
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First Nations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSRBC has been engaged with many First Nations over the last few years.  With the dissolution of the 

First Nations Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan the NSRBC has tried to step up where it could to 

assist First Nations in the watershed with accessing programming and making improvements where 

plausible on reserve to improve source water 

protection situation.   

The NSRBC has partnered with Sweetgrass First 

Nations, Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, Witchekan 

Lake First Nation and Thunderchild First Nation in 

developing and publishing SWPP's that are 

applicable to the situation on their reserve.   

Along with this, the NSRBC has partnered with the 

communities in accessing funding to contribute to 

First Nations funds towards improvements on 

reserve water situations.  

NSRBC has also met with and worked with 

Moosomin First Nation, Beardy's and Okemasis 
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First Nation, Little Pine First Nation, Mosquito First Nation, Saulteaux First Nation, Poundmaker First 

Nation, Mistiwasis First Nation, Ahtahkakoop First Nation, Little Red River First Nation, and Whapaton 

First Nations.  Engagement with these First Nations included personal meetings to discuss local water 

issues and opportunities for future engagement.  School presentations were also delivered to many of 

these communities.  

Sweetgrass  

NSRBC and Sweetgrass worked in partnership with SWA and AESB to decommission two wells in 2009.  

In 2010, INAC came through with programming, to decommission all abandoned wells on reserve.  In 

2011, NSRBC partnered with Sweetgrass to have a septic field relocated to remove the threat of 

contamination from a nearby community well.  Sweetgrass also was able to install an offsite water system 

to keep their livestock out of a sensitive creek area.  

Thunderchild  

NSRBC worked in depth with Thunderchild to raise 

awareness and gain community support and involvement 

in their SWPP.  This was completed in 2010.  The NSRBC 

accessed funding from INAC to assist Thunderchild in 

removing old vehicles and waste that threatened spring 

waters.  The NSRBC also surveyed abandoned wells on 

the reserve and applied that data to INACs well 

decommissioning initiative.  Water quality testing on a 

number of sites on reserve was also accomplished  

Witchekan Lake 

NSRBC has worked in depth with Witchekan Lake First 

Nation to complete implementation on several of their 

SWPP key actions.  Since 2009 we have completed two 

well decommissionings, the establishment of a shelterbelt 

area near the community, purchase of an offsite watering 

system to improve pasture conditions along with the 

installation of water filters in residential homes. 
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Agriculture 

It is easy to see the symbiotic advantage of source water protection for producers and the environment.  In 

Figure 1 you can see eroded top soil that has collected in the adjacent ditch.  A loss of top soil means a 

loss of productivity.  Shelter belts and reduced or no tillage helps prevent this from happening.  Keeping 

soil on the field also keeps it out of the waterways which improves water quality and benefits everyone 

from fish to water treatment systems.  In Figure 2, taken in the Redberry Lake region, demonstrates a 

buffer zone around the wetland area.  This allows for runoff to be filtered by the vegetation.  This keeps 

soil particles, organic matter and other potentially harmful substances (i.e. fertilizer and pesticides) out of 

the water, keeping the ground and surface water supply that much cleaner.   

 
Figure 1: Top Soil Lost to Wind Erosion   Figure 2: Buffer Zone around Wetland 

 

AEGPs 

The NSRBC administers for the North Saskatchewan River AEGP and the Battle River AEGP, and 

partners with the Redberry and Parkland AEGP's.  

AEGP's offer technical assistance and aid 

producers with their Canada-Saskatchewan 

Farm Stewardship Program (CSFSP) 

applications.  AEGP Technicians explain the 

environmental benefits of BMP and how 

they contribute to water protection.  AEGPs 

also connect producers to valuable technical 

support and information through workshops 

and presentations.  They effectively get the 

resources out of the government offices and 

right into the field.  
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Battle River AEGP 

Newly established in 2011, the Battle River AEGP completed the gap on the North Saskatchewan River.  

Adding 10 RMs to the list to access watershed related BMP funding through the Canada-Saskatchewan 

Farm Stewardship Program, the Battle River has helped complete the picture of Farm stewardship.  The 

Battle River AEGP has submitted 36 projects to date for and approximate total of $195,181 in projects.   
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Rural Municipality Total project costs invested Number of projects in area 

Cut Knife  439 $3,240 1 

Eye Hill 382 $58,000 6 

Round Valley  410 $14,500 3 

Hearts Hill  352 $19,051 5 

Senlac  411 $44,380 6 

Grass Lake  381 $7,050 2 

Hillsdale  440 $3,600 1 

Manitou Lake  442 $3,175 2 

Antelope Park 322 $30,400 7 

Battle River 438 $11,785 3 

Total $195,181 36 

 

North Saskatchewan AEGP 2010 - 2011 

The NSK AEGP established in 2010 and has just finished its second year of BMP delivery to the area.  

Over the last year it nearly doubled in size to cover 12 RM's.  In total, the NSK AEGP has submitted 112 

projects for approval for an approximate total of $857,236. 
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Municipality Project Cost Number of Projects 

North Battleford  437 $34,325 11 

Battle River  438 $112,265 11 

Round Hill  467 $133,225 16 

Meota  468 $207,781 17 

Turtle River  469 $96,359 4 

Medstead  497 $150,813 13 

Parkdale  498 $93,272 17 

Mervin  499 $75,890 6 

Frenchman Butte  501 $67,065 11 

Britannia  502 $30,225 2 

Round Valley 410 $24,375 3 

Eldon  471 $1,762 1 

Total $811,991 112 

 

Parkland AEGP  

The Parkland AEGP was developed in 2009.  It has completed its third year of activity this past March.  It 

has also been expanded to cover 10 RMs.  Since being founded, the Parkland AEGP has submitted a total 

of 464 projects for an approximate value of $3,723,764.   
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Rural Municipality Cost of Projects Total number of projects 

Canwood  494 $1,198,174 193 

Shellbrook  493 $515,539 39 

Big River  555 $290,224 42 

Leask  464 $158,374 24 

Spiritwood  496 $1,098,174 126 

North Battleford  437 $18,620 5 

Buckland  491 $57,263 8 

Paddockwood  520 $291,791 22 

Garden River  490 $31,300 2 

Prince Albert $63,660 3 

Total $3,723,764 464 

 

Redberry Lake AEGP  

The Redberry Lake AEGP was developed in 2006 before the province took on the Watershed Awareness 

Initiative through the CSFSP.  In operation now for 5 year, it's no wonder that the number of projects and 

dollars invested far exceeds any other AEGP area in the province.  The Redberry Lake AEGP established 

with the effort and cooperation of the local RMs, the Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve, and Ducks 

Unlimited Canada.  If you think of the big picture, the impact that 571 BMP implemented in the area has 

on Redberry Lake drainage area is significant.   
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Rural Municipality Cost of Projects Total number of projects 

Douglas  436 $494,111 72 

Redberry  435 $1,388,150 228 

Blaine Lake  434 $543,287 66 

Meeting Lake  466 $793,624 113 

Mayfield  406 $75,962 11 

Great Bend  405 $694,681 74 

Leask  464 $53,873 7 

Total $4,043,688 571 

 

 

Below is the list of watershed related BMPs that can be applied for through the AEGP groups.  (A wider 

range of BMPs are available if you have completed your individual Environmental Farm Plan).  To learn 

about more BMPs available have a look at www.saskpcab.com  

Improved Livestock Site Management  

101 - Relocation of Livestock Confinement Facilities – 60% (to a max of $50,000)  

201 - Fencing to Protect the Environment – 50% (to a max of $30,000)  

202 - Fencing to Prevent Damage by Wildlife – 50% (to a max of $10,000)  

301 - Utilizing Portable Windbreaks and Shelters – 50% (to a max of $15,000)  

302 - Remote Watering Systems – 50% (to a max of $15,000)  

401 - Farmyard Runoff Control – 50% (to a max of $10,000)  

Improved Manure Management  

501 - Manure Storage Improvements – 30% (to a max of $30,000)  

601 - Manure Storage Increases – 30% (to a max of $30,000)  

701 - Manure Application Equipment & Technologies – 30% (to a max of $10,000)  

702 - Manure Nutrient Planning – 50% (to a max of $4,000)  

Improved Land Management  

801 - Modifying and Re-vegetating Waterways– 75% (to a max of $20,000)  

901 - Planting Vegetation to Protect Riparian Areas – 50% (to a max of $20,000)  

902 - Improved Stream and Creek Crossings– 50% (to a max of $20,000)  

1102 - Protecting Marginal High Risk Soils– 50% (to a max of $5,000)  

1601 - Shelterbelt Establishment - $200/linear mile (to a max of $5,000)  

Water Well Management  

1001 - Decommissioning (Sealing) Abandoned Wells – 75% (to a max of $6,000)  

1002 - Protecting Existing Wells – 50% (to a max of $6,000)  

Integrated Pest Management  

1304 -  Integrated Pest Management for Invasive Plants—50% (to a max of $5,000)  

1306 - Integrated Pest Management Planning—50% (to a max of $2,000)  
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