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Acknowledgements 

This year we were able to accomplish quite a bit thanks to the strength of our partnerships. Our 

recreational lakes network has expanded with phosphorous sampling, veliger monitoring and 

shoreline restoration work .  We implemented veliger sampling at 7 of the lakes in our watershed.  

We successfully completed year one of our Emma Lake Action and Understanding initiative.  We 

implemented phosphorous sampling at 5 locations in the Jackfish Lake region and the Battle and 

North Saskatchewan Rivers.  We also completed valuable work with our Indigenous partners.  We 

completed sources water protection plan at Onion Lake Cree Nation and a Source Water 

protection plan renewal with Muskeg Lake Cree Nation.  So much of this is only possible with the 

willingness and commitment from our community partners, but also from our dedicated and 

hardworking staff.  These two factors can make a lot happen.  

Not to be overlooked is the valued financial support we receive from the Water Security Agency 

and the Ministry of Agriculture; which supports the core of our organization.  Core funding allows 

us to have core capacity which we are then able to leverage by accessing federal grants and 

project funding. The best things are built on firm foundations.  Our community membership is a 

tremendous resource, both with financial support but notably with in kind project support.  Our 

capacity is expanded tenfold with the commitment our communities provide.  

  

We are grateful to everyone who supports the NSRBC efforts through their time, energy, funding, 

and passion.  The NSRBC board and salaried staff are only the tip of the iceberg of the hands and 

hard work being put towards source water protection work in our watershed.   

Thank you to everyone! 
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Message from the Chair 

2020 is a year that will stay in our memories forever.  The Corona Virus has 

spread around the world thereby affecting and changing the lives of all people. 

At home in Saskatchewan, and in our watershed, the North Saskatchewan 

River Basin Council and Staff have adapted and changed procedures as 

necessary.  Meetings are done by conference calls and staff works by 

computers, telephone and less physical contact with people at all levels than 

before.  

Most importantly life as we have known it has changed dramatically but as 

always we adapt and change as is necessary.  We think outside of the box to 

still deliver any and all programs and services for Water Security Agency and 

the CAP programs for Saskatchewan producers on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture.  

The North Saskatchewan Basin Council’s foundation was built upon source water protection and 

sustainability in and outside of our watershed but oh how we have grown from our humble beginnings.  

Our board is strong, diversified and dedicated to the NSRBC and what it stands for.  I thank each and 

every board member for your wisdom and hard work.  

I have said it before and will repeat myself, the heart and soul of any organization is the staff.  At the 

NSRBC we have the most dedicated and loyal employees that any organization could wish for.  From our 

manager and staff and Agri-Environmental Technicians they are the people who work so hard to deliver 

the programs that the NSRBC administers.  Our staff are fantastic and I thank each and every one of you 

for your dedication and hard work.  

Looking forward to the future.  We do live in one of the most beautiful and safest places in the world, 

our great province of Saskatchewan. Covid 19 has definitely changed the way that everyone lives and 

works, and how organizations such as the NSRBC carries on its day to day operations.  But we do carry 

on.  Our future is bright , we continue to adapt as necessary and we will eventually overcome and one 

day carry on as normally as we did before.   

The NSRBC will continue to grow and broaden its horizons to better serve all residents of Saskatchewan.  

We will always strive to protect and sustain source water .  Both for today and all future generations.  

We will work closely with all our stakeholder, Water Security Agency, Saskatchewan Association of 

Watersheds (SAW), Saskatchewan Government, First Nations, Saskatchewan producers and all other 

people in and outside of our province.  

There is strength in numbers, we will listen to all, thereby nurturing one another and continue to 

flourish and grow. Once again my thanks to all who contribute and support the NSRBC in any way or 

form.  We appreciate your input and all together we will continue to make Saskatchewan a better place.  

 

 

Paul Rybka 

Chair, NSRBC 
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Message from the Manager 

We have another decade to celebrate this year! We are celebrating the 10 

year anniversary Annette Smith has worked for the NSRBC.  Annette has 

been supporting producers to connect with the Farm Stewardship Program 

(FSP) and Farm and Ranch Infrastructure Programming (FRWIP) since 2010.  

In 2010, three Agri-Environmental Group Plans amalgamated into the North 

Saskatchewan River Basin Council.  Annette has been pivotal in program 

delivering and has advanced her knowledge of soil health over this time.  

She is a soil health advocate and is often expanding her knowledge through 

workshops, webinars and classes.  Thanks for your commitment and hard 

work Annette.  We are so proud to have you on our team! 

New to our AET team is Alana Gunsch.  Alana lives near Borden, SK and has been 

active as an invasive weed sprayer in many municipalities throughout the watershed. 

We are full steam ahead delivering the  FSP and FRWIP despite Covid 19 challenges 

with community engagement.  

We are also excited to announce that Maddie Simpso has joined the NSRBC as our 

Special Projects Manager! A third musketeer in our project NSRBC team. Maddie 

adds tremendous organization, detail and finesse to the NSRBC. Maddie worked 

as a summer student in 2017 and since she has joined us fulltime, our social media presence has never 

been so sensational.  In this year past Blossom advanced to Assistant Manager opening the position of 

Special Projects Manager which Maddie has now filled after her year 

internship.   

This past year we strengthened our communications presence 

developing 3 videographies projects we have undertaken. These are 

great additions as they showcase the story of our work. We have 

always done so much in our watershed, it is nice to be able to share 

it with a larger community.   

We are moving into year two of the Climate Change Health 

Adapation Initiative for Southern First Nations with Muskeg Lake 

Cree Nation in the coming year. This year we will be focussing on 

a documentary of the positive work they are doing in the community.   We are also entering year 2 of 

the Emma Lake Action and Understanding initiative funded by Environment and Climate Change Canada 

(ECCC).  We will be advancing the community awareness, promoting our video and distributing a survey 

to gain insight into people’s values about the future of their lake. 

As always we are excited to see what another year brings.  Our expectations are for great 

partnerships, awesome projects and as always more learning and skill developments.  Hope to 

see you engaged in one of our many projects!  

 

Katherine Finn,   

Annett Smith, NSRBC AET 

Blossom Branger, Katherine Finn, Maddie Simpso 

Alana Gunsch, NSRBC AET 
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The Association at a Glance  

NSRBC Board of Directors 2019 

Federal Government (2 seats)   

vacant   

vacant   

Provincial Government (2 seats)   

Adam Antoine Water Security Agency 

Andre Bonneau Ministry of Agriculture 

Rural Municipalities (2 seats)   

Dan Hritzuk Rural Municipality of Frenchman Butte 

Wayne Hyde District of Lakeland 

Urban Municipalities (2 seats)   

Vacant  
Stewart Schafer City of North Battleford 

Indigenous (4 seats)   

Alfred Gamble Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

Anthony B. Johnston Mistawasis Nêhiyawak  

Glenna Cayen Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

Don Fyrk Métis 

Sub Basins (4 seats)   

Ruth Seime West 

Ian Lamb Battle River 

Ken Crush Central 

Paul Rybka East 

Sectoral (4 seats)   

Lyle Orchard Organic Producer 

Ken Larsen Highway 55 Waste Management 

Barry Kulyk Meeting Lake Regional Park 

Ashley Kowalchuk Ducks Unlimited Canada 

 

NSRBC Executive Committee 

Chair Paul Rybka  
Secretary Ken Crush 

Treasurer Ian Lamb 

Vice Chair Ruth Seime 

Membership Wayne Hyde 
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NSRBC Membership List 2019 

First Nations 

Mistawasis Nêhiyawak  

Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

Rural Municipalities 

RM of Canwood 

RM of Douglas 

RM of Great Bend 

RM of Meota 

RM of Mervin  

RM of Meeting Lake 

RM of Prince Albert  

RM of Buckland 

District of Lakeland 

RM of Eldon 

RM of Buffalo 

RM of Manitou Lake 

Urban Municipalities 

Town of Turtleford 

Village of Canwood 

City of North Battleford 
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NSRBC Team 

 

Katherine Finn 
Manager 
 
 
 
 

Annette Smith 
Agri-Environmental 
Technician (AET) 

Blossom Branger 
Special Projects Manager 

Robin Flicek 
Agri-Environmental 
Technician (AET) 

John Kindrachuk 
Agency Liaison 

Kyla Kennedy 
Agri-Environmental 
Technician (AET) 

Eric Durell 
Summer Student 

Maddie Simpso 
Intern 

Maria Mora Garces 
Watershed Intern 

Alana Gunsch 
Agri-Environmental 
Technician (AET) 
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North Saskatchewan River Watershed Map  
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NSRBC Projects 2019 

Love Your Lake  

Over the summer of 2019, the NSRBC provided 2 Saskatchewan lakes with the Love Your Lake 

(LYL) Program. The LYL program is spearheaded as a joint venture between Watersheds Canada 

and the Canadian Wildlife Federation with the input, knowledge, and support of several other 

groups, supporters, and individuals. The LYL program provides lakefront owners with a health 

assessment of their shoreline and riparian area. It provides them with a written report explaining 

the parts of their shoreline and ways they can improve them to help the overall health of the 

lake. The goal of the program is to educate property owners of the effects they can have on the 

shoreline and get them on board to help improve their lake health. 

The NSRBC provided at total of 233 assessments in 2019. We assessed the Meeting Lake (143 

assessments) and Shell Lake (90 assessments). We travelled the shoreline by boat, stopping in 

front of each property to complete a survey. A data sheet is filled out so that the information can 

be added to an online database at a later date. The database generates a report that we edit to 

fit that specific property. A photo is taken and attached to the report, to ensure when the reports 

are sent out, the property owner receives the right one for their property. The reports include 

information about building setback, shoreline development and structures, docks, vegetations, 

erosion, aquatic cover, invasive species, and slope.  

To date, NSRBC has completed a total of 3,605 Surveys on Emma Lake, Christopher Lake, Anglin 

Lake, Jackfish Lake, Murray Lake, Turtle Lake, Brightsand lake, Meeting Lake and Shell Lake. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Emma Lake EcoAction – Emma Lake Action and Understanding 

The NSRBC is currently working on a project titled “Emma Lake Action and Understanding”. This project is 

funded by the Government of Canada’s EcoAction Community Funding Program. The projects aim is to 

help mitigate the impacts negatively affecting water quality at Emma Lake, primarily nutrient loading. The 

NSRBC is partnering with Saskatchewan Polytechnic and the District of Lakeland on the project, which has 

been underway since April 2019 and will continue until March 2021. The project is focused on nutrient 

and sediment inputs and the impacts of boating activity and shoreline erosion on water quality and lake 

transparency.  

Another piece of the project will involve nine shoreline restoration projects. In 2019 three private sites in 

the Emma Lake area were planted with a total of 206 plants. Species included Red-Osier Dogwood, 

Saskatoon Berry, Creeping Juniper, White Spruce, Paper Birch, and many others. Five more private sites 

on Emma Lake will be selected in the Summer of 2020. To date, we have planted a total of 555 native 

plants using Watershed Canada’s Natural Edge Program! 

The goal of the Natural Edge program is to increase the amount of native vegetation in the riparian zones 

around waterbodies. In doing so the shoreline will become more vibrant and healthier. Resilient, 

functioning shorelines contribute to cleaner water and increase wildlife habitat. Another goal is to educate 

landowners on the importance of maintaining and preserving their natural riparian zones.  

One of the shoreline restoration sites is our Shorelines at Work Demonstration Site. The 3,600 square foot 

site is publicly accessible and is located north of McIntosh Point along Agnes St. The site was compromised 

with erosion and monoculture grass. NSRBC staff developed a planting plan and collaborated with the 

District of Lakeland and local volunteers to level the eroded area, install erosion control mats and plant 

80 native plants. More plants will be added to the site in Spring 2020 while engaging local youth groups. 

A large educational sign was designed by NSRBC staff in collaboration with District of Lakeland and 

Saskatchewan Polytech representatives and will be mounted in Spring 2020. 

 The final piece of the project is an educational campaign to engage Emma Lake users on how they can 

reduce their impact on the lake. In 2019 our Healthy Lakes educational campaign began. Articles, posters, 

flyers, social media posts, and an educational survey have been designed and will continue to be shared 

through 2020. Our watercraft video was created in the summer of 2019 and will be shared in 2020. The 

video shows the impacts lake users can have on wildlife, shorelines, and water quality at the lake and 

introduces some best management practices for healthy lakes. We are looking forward to releasing the 

video this Spring!  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Aquatic Invasive Species Monitoring 

Since 2016 the NSRBC has been supporting prevention of the spread of zebra and quagga mussels. In the 

summer of 2019, we supported widespread monitoring and education in partnership with our lake 

stewardship groups. 

Monitoring for aquatic invasive species such as zebra and quagga mussels is very important to aid in early 

detection in Saskatchewan waters. Monitoring can involve a substrate sampler made from a 15cm long 

PVC pipe that’s half filled with concrete. Each of these samplers is hung from the end of a dock about 1 

foot from the bottom of the water body. The sampler is checked once a month to determine if there are 

a presence of juvenile or adult mussels.  

In June of 2019 the NSRBC along with 5 other watershed stewardship groups met for a training session in 

invasive mussel veliger sampling. It was led by Ron Hlasny with the Saskatchewan Ministry of 

Environment. 2019 was the first year the NSRBC took on veliger sampling. A veliger is the free-swimming 

larva stage in the life cycle of zebra and quagga mussels. The veliger cannot be seen with the naked eye 

and can be discovered in a lake before adult mussels. That is why veliger sampling is used in early detection 

of zebra or quagga mussels. But it is important to monitor for both the veliger and the adult life stages of 

the mussels.   

To collect veliger samples, start by using a plankton tow net with a very small mesh size (63-µm). Attach 

the plankton tow net to a rope. Toss the net out into the water and slowly bring it back in. Once the sample 

has been collected, it gets put into a sample bottle and preserved with alcohol. The samples then get sent 

off to the lab to be tested for zebra and quagga mussel veligers. Throughout the many monitoring 

locations in the province, there were no positives signs of the mussels in 2019. 

 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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2019 AIS Monitoring 

 Monitored Substrate Sampler 
Used 

Veliger 
Sampled 

Findings 

Emma Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

Christopher Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

Anglin Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

McPhee Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

Jackfish Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

Murray Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

Meeting Lake Yes Yes Yes No Mussels 

North Sask. River Yes No No No Mussels 

Turtle Lake Yes Yes No No Mussels 

Redberry Lake Yes No No No Mussels 

 

Throughout the summer of 2019 the NSRBC held 3 educational workshops on AIS at Emma Lake, 

Meeting Lake and Jackfish Lake. We create awareness to the public on zebra and quagga mussels and 

the affects they can have on a lake, how to safely clean, drain and dry your boat, and the importance of 

pulling your boat plug.  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Poster Contest  

Every year we facilitate a poster contest for students to engage and learn about watershed attributes. 

We have 3 annual winners. The first prize winner enters the provincial Saskatchewan Association of 

Watersheds contest for a grand prize of $1000. Below are our three watershed winners. 

 

1st Prize to Ayla Peterson 

 

2nd Prize to Sahar Ahmad 

 

 3rd Prize to Afton Grimard  
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Testing for Phosphorus in Lakes and Rivers Flowing into the Saskatchewan River 

The NSRBC in partnership with Carrot River Valley Watershed Association, South Saskatchewan River 

Watershed Stewards and the Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards are phosphorous baseline 

sampling tributaries that flow into the Saskatchewan River. Carrot River was awarded funding through 

Environment and Climate Change Canada to support the project. The tributaries that the NSRBC is 

sampling includes Jackfish Creek, Jackfish River, Lehman’s Creek, The North Saskatchewan River, and the 

Battle River. In collaboration with the other 4 groups we will be collecting baseline data at a total of 18 

sites in the Saskatchewan River Basin. 

The project is a 2-year project starting in the Spring of 2019 until the March 31, 2021. The NSRBC will be 

engaging citizens scientists to support the phosphorous and general chemistry sampling. There are two 

samples collected at each site while out in the field to gather as much data as possible. One sample gets 

tested for phosphorous and one sample gets tested for general chemistry. The Ministry of Agriculture is 

providing in kind transportation of the samples and covering costs for general chemistry sample testing. 

While our sampling, we record pH levels, cloud cover, wind speed, air temperature, and the water 

temperature at each site along with the time the sample was taken. 

This project will allow us to monitor phosphorous inputs and will support long term monitoring. It is 

understood that phosphorous is a key nutrient affecting eutrophication and algal blooms. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Jackfish and Murray Lakes Nutrient Study 

After several years of growing concern over water quality in Jackfish and Murray Lakes, we are pleased to 

have forged a partnership in 2019 with the Jackfish Lake Stewards and the University of Saskatchewan's, 

School of Environment and Sustainability. Kabir Salisu is a master’s candidate that assisted the Jackfish 

Stewards in developing a water quality monitoring plan. This included strategies for narrowing the focus 

of sampling to determine sources of nutrient loading, from urban storm water runoff, or tributaries from 

agricultural landscapes. He also developed tools that will assist the Stewards with interpreting their data 

results. We are hopeful this project template can be shared with other groups to compliment any water 

quality sampling they may be collecting.  

Our partnership with the University of Saskatchewan has continued to grow.  Every year we benefit from 

added research in our watershed from the master’s Program with SENS.  

   

From Left: Cathy Ornawka, Kabir 

Salisu, Penny Duncan, Ruth Seime 

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Muskeg Lake – A Story of Community and Climate  

The “Muskeg Lake Cree Nation: A Story of Community and Climate” project is funded by Indigenous 

Services Canada’s Climate Change and Health Adaptation Program for First Nations South of 60N.  The 

project completion date is March 31, 2020. During the project there were many meetings held in order to 

tackle the many aspects of the project. Items such as elder engagement, drafting of the storybook, youth 

engagement in the storybook, the development of a video, and the installation of a remote climate 

station. 

NSRBC supported Muskeg Lake Cree Nation community and leadership in becoming aware of potential 

health impacts from climate change events. We assisted them in planning and developing educational 

tools that will prepare them to reduced potential negative impacts. 

We planned to work with the school to develop the storybook that illustrates the potential impacts of 

climate change and associated health risks. This book will be created by students from the kihiw waciston 

School. The storyboard has begun being created, but due to unforeseen delays the storybook will continue 

creation in 2020. 

A video was recorded with Muskeg Lake showcase their growth towards climate change resiliency. It 

captures the food forest that has been created within Muskeg Lake Cree Nation lands and the reclamation 

of the waste site. This video will be widely distributed to community members and other associated 

communities and groups. 

NSRBC helped Muskeg Lake set up a remote climate station in November of 2019. The intention of the 

data collected by the climate station is to provide localized weather information to the community 

members of Muskeg Lake. Previously the most accurate weather information was collected from 

Saskatoon or Prince Albert. The Climate Station collects hourly information on the local temperature, 

precipitation, wind speed, wind direction, humidity, and barometric pressure. The data from the climate 

station is automatically uploaded to the internet. Accurate weather information will allow community 

members to know what their local situation is. With the uncertainty of the impacts of Climate Change, the 

collection of this data will allow for Muskeg Lake to record changes over time. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Species at Risk Project 

Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve is a long time partner of the NSRBC.  The 

Redberry Lake is well known for Piping Plover & Whooping Crane habitat. In 

2019 the RLBR was awarded federal funding to improve nesting habitat and 

collect and assemble data, including tradition knowledge from Muskeg Lake 

Cree Nation and Mistawasis Nehiyawak communities.  The NSRBC is assisting 

with project facilitation including: 

• Desktop land review for prime habitat  

• Ground data collection for identifying species that use the found prime habitat areas 

• Work with producers on wetland conservation/management (buffer strips, protect native 

prairie) 

The project is funded by: Environment and Climate Change Canada.  Partnerships also include:, U of S 

(SENS), G.E. Environmental, Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association, Prairie Water, Nature Conservancy 

Canada, Ducks Unlimited Canada, and citizen scientists  

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Piping_Plover/id 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Whooping_Crane/id  

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Piping_Plover/id
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Whooping_Crane/id
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Rural Municipality of Buckland Approach Culvert Mapping  

We completed mapping of the RM of Buckland’s culverts. This work took place in July and into August 

2019. Our team spent two weeks in the RM, recording the location, length, diameter and function of the 

community’s culverts. In total 373 were located and recorded. This information adds to the RM’s ability 

to manage their assets and respond to maintenance needs in a strategic manner. 

While out culvert mapping, we get to experience many different things. From beautiful plants, to all 

different types of wildlife as we explore the many grid roads of the RMs. 

 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Muskeg Lake Infrastructure Mapping 

 In June of 2019 we completed infrastructure mapping for Muskeg Lake Cree Nation. The infrastructure 

mapping included mapping abandoned wells, culverts, utilities, public buildings, residences, main well 

heads, and waste and recycling bins. This information was used in the Source Water Protection Plan 

(SWPP) renewal and will be used in the community’s Emergency Response Plan. 

As with the culvert mapping, while we are out following the roads, we get to see many beautiful 

things. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Onion Lake Cree Nation Source Water Protection Plan 

Dr. Bob Patrick of the University of Saskatchewan was awarded Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council (SSHRC) funding to complete source water protection planning for Onion Lake Cree Nation. In the 

application the NSRBC was included as a partner in the project. Meetings with Onion Lake commenced in 

December of 2018 and continued through November of 2019. NSRBC along with Dr. Bob Patrick 

completed meetings with the Onion Lake community, finished the Source Water Protection Plan, and held 

a final event with the community. At the final event, we worked with some community members to create 

meal bags. These bags included reusable dish ware for feasts or conference meals. We included sage and 

tobacco and a card for people to make the promise to help save the planet by using the reusable dishes. 

Through the funding we were also able to include a remote climate station in the project. We installed 

the climate station in October of 2019. The community is now able to access local accurate weather 

whereas before, their weather information came from Lloydminster. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Melissa Colquhoun, U of S 

Master's Candidate 

Muskeg Lake Cree Nation Source Water Protection Plan Renewal 

Another project the NSRBC supported Muskeg Lake Cree Nation in was the renewal of their Source Water 

Protection Plan. In partnership with the University of Saskatchewan's School of Environment and 

Sustainability we were awarded a master's candidate, Melissa Colquhoun to support the workload of 

completing the plan. A steering committee has been struck with members from Muskeg Lake band, 

Saskatoon Tribal Council, the University of Saskatchewan and the NSRBC.  

When renewing the plan, perceived risks were brought forth from the old plan and new perceived risks 

were identified and ranked based on impact and likelihood of occurrence. Mitigation actions were gone 

through from the old plan to see which ones had been completed. For the new perceived risks and 

uncompleted ones from the previews plan new mitigation actions were identified, and a timeline and task 

force are outlined. Muskeg Lake completed their first source water protection plan in 2008 and this 

project was a renewal of that plan. This is the first source water protection plan renewal to our knowledge.  

 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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University of Saskatchewan Presentations 

NSRBC strives to have a great partnership with the University of Saskatchewan. NSRBC annually presents 

to Dr. Bob Patrick’s Urban Planning Class about the watershed. This year the presentation fell on Dr. 

Patrick’s and our very own Katherine Finn’s Birthday! We brought cake! 

NSRBC also got to present to the School of Environment and Sustainability Master of Water Security 

Students. This year they got to have their presentation out at Petrofka! 

We give SWPPing presentations to students majoring in Water Security and Planning. It engages students 

to consider Watershed Management and SWPPing in their studies and future careers. 

 

 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 

Dr. Bob Patrick’s Urban Planning Class Presentation and Birthday Celebration 

School of Environment and Sustainability Master of Water Security Presentation 
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One Basin One Governance 

The Once Basin One Governance Conference was a Red River Basin Initiative along with the Southern 

Chiefs in Winnipeg, Manitoba. NSRBC along with Anthony Johnston from Mistawasis Nêhiyawak and 

Maria Mora Garces from the University of Saskatchewan co-presented on partnerships with First Nations, 

Indigenous SWPPing and Indigenous self-governance.  

One Basin One Governance is an example of the partnerships that have come from being engaged with 

Prairie Water and the U of S and how we have linked with a larger community and engaged others in 

partnering with First Nations to address issues that affect us all. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Indigenous Training Workshop 

The NSRBC attended and helped provide oversight on the Indigenous Training Workshop that the 

Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW) organized. It was February 5th & 6th,2020 at the 

Indigenous University in Regina. The first day started with a Pipe Ceremony and a blanket exercise.  

The blanket exercise was very powerful and showed the life the indigenous peoples survived. It was an 

engaging exercise as we were part of the exercise and somewhat acting out some of the life events. The 

exercise was followed by a debriefing and a sharing circle. 

The rest of the event included a presentation from an elder, and many others on topics of engagement 

with First Nations. 

  (Pictures provided by NSRBC, SSRWS and SAW) 
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Agricultural Drainage 101 

The NSRBC organized a drainage conference in partnership with SAW. The conference was held in Blaine 

Lake and had presenters from Water Security Agency (WSA), SAW, NSRBC, and Prairie Waters. The topics 

included legislative policy, funding programs, and the environmental impacts of drainage. WSA presented 

on their newest Agricultural Water Management Strategy. Prairie Waters presenter on their wetland 

classification project.  

  
(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Literacy Camp – Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

At Muskeg Lake’s 3rd Annual Family Literacy Camp on August 15th NSRBC had the pleasure to attend and 

present information on watersheds, surface water, and ground water.  We also got to try out edible 

aquifers for the first time! The edible aquifers demonstrate how contamination (food colouring) can leach 

down, in a delicious way, into the aquifer below. We use different types of sweets to show each layer of 

the aquifer. We got to spend some of the afternoon playing different games with all the kids. Things like 

badminton, bean bag toss, and even swimming! 

The NSRBC also got the pleasure of learning how to make birch bark baskets! 

  

 

 

 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Health Fair – Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

On October 28, 2019, NSRBC attended the Muskeg Lake Health Fair at kihiw waciston School. Students 

came from Blaine Lake high school to tour booths, enjoy lunch and listen to a health care speaker. The 

booths varied in health themes from nutrition, dental, maternity and woman’s health, and mental health 

and more. NSRBC presented the ground and surface water models. These models demonstrate how our 

land-use activities have an impact on our water resources and can affect water quality.  At Muskeg Lake, 

community members are very interested in the potential impacts of agriculture and residential activities 

on their lakes.  They also are very interested in ways to improve water quality and wildlife habitat at the 

same time! 

 

 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Treaty Days – Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

The NSRBC team continued to work with Muskeg Lake Cree Nation throughout the summer. Our staff 

attended the Muskeg Lake Cree Nation Treaty Day on June 28th. The NSRBC booth offered door prizes, 

photos, colouring, freezies, and a watershed model demonstration. The many options ensured there was 

a little something for everyone to enjoy at the booth. The event had a great turnout with live music, lots 

of food, and many other booths set up promoting healthy living. We informed community members about 

water quality, watersheds, and the projects we were currently working on with MLCN including, the 

renewal of the community’s SWPP, and “Muskeg Lake Cree Nation: A Story of Community and Climate” 

project. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Food Farms 

One of the most important factors in maintaining a healthy watershed is education. At the NSRBC, we 

believe in the importance of engaging with youth to help them understand the importance of this natural 

resource and how they can help to preserve fresh water for generations to come. This summer, Kyla 

Kennedy and Eric Durell set up a booth at the Food Farms event based at the Conservation Learning 

Center, just South of Prince Albert. This two-day event teaches youth where their food and water comes 

from and how each one of them plays a role in keeping healthy ecosystems and watersheds. They had a 

surface water model set up, which is always a favorite with kids, and is a great visual learning tool of how 

different components of a watershed are connected. Close to 200 kids attended from various schools in 

and around Prince Albert and overall, it was a great time. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 



 

29 

 

Flowering Rush Project Partnership 

During the summer of 2019 the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards took on a flowering rush 

project. The project included canoeing the South Sask. River and locating and removing flowering rush. 

Through partnerships, we were able to provide extra staff to the South Sask. River Watershed Stewards 

to help with their Flowering Rush Project. One NSRBC staff member joined the South Sask. In Leader, SK. 

for one week. 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC and SSRWS) 
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SAW Conference 

The 14th Annual Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW) conference was held in Saskatoon on 

January 24, 2020. The theme for this year’s conference was Moving Forward Together. This was the first 

year that the SAW conference partnered with the Prairie Water Annual Gathering. The two gatherings 

were held on consecutive days as the Prairie Water Gathering was held on January 23, 2020. There were 

delegates from across Western Canada in attendance. Speaker topics included agriculture water 

management, climate change and resiliency, and the best management practices for urban communities. 

In addition to the speaker topics, the documentary film, Guardians of the Grasslands, was presented by 

the Nature Conservancy Canada at the banquet. 

  (Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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SAW Stewardship Award 

Each year at the SAW conference each watershed has the chance to nominate a party, individual, group, 

organization or agency in Saskatchewan who has shown leadership and/or commitment to the protection 

and enhancement of a Saskatchewan Watershed. 

In 2020 the NSRBC nominated Muskeg Lake Cree Nation for the Stewardship Award for their part in the 

protection and enhancement of the North Saskatchewan River Watershed. In 2008, Muskeg Lake Cree 

Nation partnered with NSRBC to implement a Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP). In 2019, Muskeg Lake 

renewed their SWPP as well as linked it to their Emergency Response Plan. Muskeg Lake has also included 

mapping of their infrastructure including their wells, buildings, cisterns, and many other things. This was 

included in the source water protection planning and flood management. The community is also in the 

process of reclaiming their landfill and building a waste transfer station, along with building a new lagoon. 

Muskeg Lake has worked extremely hard to create and plant a food forest to help improve the riparian 

landscape and to help their community’s food security. The food forest is also used as a tool for youth 

education regarding water, environment, and food sovereignty. 

Muskeg Lake Cree Nation aims to provide leadership through example when it comes to their focus and 

initiative in protecting their local watershed, environment, and future. The kihiw waciston school 

implements land-based learning. This program allows the younger generation to learn tradition practices 

to ensure that there is a new generation of watershed stewards protecting and leading a positive future 

of watershed stewardship. 

  
(Pictures provided by NSRBC) L-R Chief Kelly Wolfe, Alfred Gamble 

(Lands Manager), Carol Lafond (Director 

of Health), Glenna Cayen (Lands 

Committee) 
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Global Water Futures 

Water quality, water quantity, runoff, drought, drainage, and similar terms have been just some of the 

coined topics over the course of the summer regarding producers’ concerns for both themselves and the 

industry. Students from partnering universities across Canada, including the University of Saskatchewan 

(U of S), are combining their resources, knowledge and technology to try and come up with some answers 

to the many questions and concerns around how we use our fresh water under a changing climate.  

On June 14, 2019, NSRBC staff attended the Global Water Futures conference at the U of S. Presentations 

were given on key research topics from various professors, students, and staff. It was great to see the 

various projects on display that students are working on, all related to water. There were over two dozen 

stations showcasing the research done by students and they provided some key interaction between 

researchers, producers, and professionals who work in water related careers. The event was a big success 

having well over 200 people in attendance.  

Global Water Futures Nutrient App  

One of the many things created under Global Water Futures is the new Nutrient App. The project that 

created the Nutrient App aims to support the reduction of nutrients that are exported to all our rivers and 

lakes, by engaging citizens, farmers, and water quality managers in real-time monitoring of dissolved 

nutrients (Nitrates and Phosphates) in our freshwaters.  

The NSRBC is using the app during phosphorous sampling on tributaries entering the North Saskatchewan 

River. This application allows users to obtain instantaneous nutrient measurements and can be used to 

monitor streams, wetlands, lakes, and wells. Each measurement is georeferenced and can be uploaded to 

a server managed by Global Water Futures. By doing this, all the results can be visualized on a map for 

further analysis.  

To check the app out, follow this link: https://gwf.usask.ca/resources/nutrient-app.php  

or check out this video on how the app works: https://youtu.be/IrSRGjIJ6eo  

  

(Pictures provided by Global Water Futures and NSRBC) 

https://gwf.usask.ca/resources/nutrient-app.php
https://youtu.be/IrSRGjIJ6eo
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Global Water Futures - Prairie Water research initiative 

The NSRBC continues to provide support on the advisory committee of the Prairie Water initiative, a 

research project funded by the funded by the Global Water Futures Program at the University of 

Saskatchewan. The goal is to develop knowledge and tools that address water needs of prairie 

communities. An exciting inclusion of this project is the effort to enhance knowledge mobility. This means 

that significant effort is being made so that the research findings are developed in ways that are usable 

by the different levels of governance: federal, provincial, municipal and individual. We are working 

together to enhance resilience of prairie communities via sustainable watershed management. 

Prairie Waters was up for the renewal this year. We are happy to announce that they were approved for 

3 more years! 

The NSRBC attended their annual gathering on January 23, 2020. This event allowed for participants from 

a broad spectrum of backgrounds and experience to engage with the research team to ensure core 

priorities, important to the community's interests, were being included in the research plan. To learn 

more, check out their website: gwf.usask.ca/prairiewater 

This was the first year that the Prairie Water Annual Gathering partnered with SAW’s conference. They 

held their conferences on consecutive days as the SAW conference was on January 24, 2020. This allowed 

many people who would normally only be able to attend one conference to be able to attend both. It was 

a great networking experience for all who attended. 
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EcoHack – University of Saskatchewan 

 

This year, for the first time, NSRBC attended the University of Saskatchewan’s EcoHack event. It was a 

multi-day experience where community and industry partners come together with students to tackle local 

environmental and sustainability challenges.  

The NSRBC chose the challenge of recreational lake urbanization and the water quality impacts association 

to the developments. We asked the students to come up with a solution to help decrease these impacts. 

 

  

(Pictures provided by NSRBC) 
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Agriculture Drainage Network Project – Tucker Lake 

Water Security Agency (WSA) contracted our organization to provide Qualified Persons support to assist 

landowners in the project area with the completion of a drainage work application in the RM of Manitou 

Lake.  The RM of Manitou is seeking a permit to lower the water level in the sloughs shown below.  The 

RM has faced challenges with the rising water levels to maintain the road access that runs between the 

sloughs to a residence.  Upon assessing this request the WSA regional staff reviewed the surrounding 

region and were able to identify other unpermitted drainage works.  The NSRBC was contracted to support 

the application process.  This involves consultations with land owners to assess existing or desired 

drainage works and develop a design which reduces the impacts to water quality through erosion.  This 

project expanded to include a total of 96 quarter sections assessed.  The final area was reduced to include 

50 quarters sections.  Despite the broad spectrum of values and land use desires, there was unanimous 

support to reduce the stress on the aforementioned road to the residence.  It is expected that the permit 

will be issued in the summer of 2020 and construction will begin in the winter. 

Figure 1. Sloughs in the Tucker Lake Drainage Network. 
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YouTube Videos 

NSRBC has worked hard in the past year to create a few creative and engaging educational videos. 

Below is a list of the YouTube videos created by NSRBC. 

 

Muskeg Lake Cree Nation Video: A Story of Community and Climate 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IklXJTbjpfU&t=4s
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AIS Claymation Video: Mussel Invaders 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3XCFafkLvA&t=31s

 

  

Maddie Working on some Claymation for the video 
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Emma Lake EcoAction Video: Tips for Healthy Lakes & Recreation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRoNkzTCfvg&t=42s 

 

 

 

Katherine directing at Emma Lake while we collect footage. 
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Canadian Agricultural Program Spending per Rural Municipality 

RM FSP FRWIP 

322 Antelope Park  $ 6,635.00 

352 Hearts Hill  $ 4,504.53 

380 Tramping Lake   

381 Grass Lake  $ 20,414.20 

382 Eye Hill $ 2,000.00 $ 141,207.99 

405 Great Bend   

406 Mayfield   

409 Buffalo   

410 Round Valley  $ 2,278.00 

411 Senlac  $ 43,339.74 

434 Blaine Lake   

435 Redberry $ 8,597.50  

436 Douglas   

437 North Battleford $ 5,129.60 $ 35,205.88 

438 Battle River $ 11,322.60 $ 51,635.34 

439 Cut Knife  $ 35,830.62 

440 Hillsdale $ 4,916.24 $ 42,155.48 

442 Manitou Lake $ 19,800.00 $ 31,410.47 

464 Leask  $ 14,926.81 

466 Meeting Lake   

467 Round Hill $ 9,373.78  

468 Meota $ 2,592.13  

469 Turtle River $ 8,361.75  

470 Paynton   

471 Eldon $ 3,150.00 $ 69,357.75 

472 Wilton  $ 51,380.58 

490 Garden River   

491 Buckland   

493 Shellbrook  $ 12,090.78 

494 Canwood $ 1,978.08  

496 Spiritwood $ 1,890.00  

497 Medstead $ 8,857.42  

498 Parkdale $ 3,850.00  

499 Mervin $ 11,846.18 $ 11,664.09 

501 Frenchman Butte   

502 Britannia $ 331.20  

520 Paddockwood   

521 Lakeland   

555 Big River   

TOTAL $ 103,996.48 $ 574,037.26 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
 

 
 

 
To the Members of North Saskatchewan River Basin Council 

 
Opinion 

I have audited the financial statements of North Saskatchewan River Basin Council (the Council), which 
comprise the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2020, and the statements of revenues and 
expenditures, changes in net assets and cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to the financial 
statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies. 

In my opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Council as at March 31, 2020, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year 
then ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations. 

 

Basis for Opinion 

I conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. My 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of 
the Financial Statements section of my report. I am independent of the Council in accordance with the 
ethical requirements that are relevant to my audit of the financial statements in Canada, and I have fulfilled 
my other ethical responsibilities in accordance with those requirements. I believe that the audit evidence I 
have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion. 

 

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal 
control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Council's ability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the 
going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Council or to cease 
operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Council's financial reporting process. 
 

Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes 
my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit 
conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, 
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of 
users taken on the basis of these financial statements. As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted auditing standards, I exercise professional judgment and maintain professional 
skepticism throughout the audit. I also: 



 

 

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of North Saskatchewan River Basin Council (continued) 

 
⚫ Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 

error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement 
resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

⚫ Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Council’s internal control. 

⚫ Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and 
related disclosures made by management. 

⚫ Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on 
the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may 
cast significant doubt on the Council’s ability to continue as a going concern. If I conclude that a material 
uncertainty exists, I am required to draw attention in my auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the 
financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify my opinion. My conclusions are based on 
the audit evidence obtained up to the date of my auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may 
cause the Council to cease to continue as a going concern. 

⚫ Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the disclosures, 
and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that 
achieves fair presentation. 

I communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope 
and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control 
that I identify during my audit. 

 
 
 
 

 
Borden, Saskatchewan 
July 16, 2020 

ELIZABETH M. TORRENS CA PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
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 March 31, 2020  

 
2020 2019 

 
ASSETS 

   

CURRENT 
Cash (Note 4) 

  
$ 15,666 

 
$ 37,506 

Accounts receivable  166,545 114,179 
Goods and services tax recoverable  2,913 1,369 

  
185,124 153,054 

LONG TERM INVESTMENTS  135 77 

  
$ 185,259 $ 153,131 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
   

CURRENT 
Accounts payable 

  
$ 27,503 

 
$ 12,154 

Provincial sales tax payable  - 246 
Deferred income (Note 5)  6,999 2,591 

  
34,502 14,991 

NET ASSETS 
 

150,757 138,140 

  
$ 185,259 $ 153,131 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD 

 
   Director 

 
   Director 
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REVENUES 

Grants (Note 5) $ 238,824 $ 206,704 
Consulting services 119,209 70,997 
Programs 32,419 15,270 
Contracts and services 18,059 73,381 
Member fees 16,700 12,200 
Workshop registrations 225 625 
Donations - 175 

 
425,436 379,352 

EXPENSES 
Salaries and wages 

 

255,593 

 

211,979 
Contract services 47,950 - 
Travel 33,007 28,467 
Office 29,629 22,005 
Sub-contracts 11,785 6,825 
Meals and entertainment 8,652 12,325 
Occupancy costs 5,400 5,400 
Accounting fees 4,664 5,141 
Memberships 4,000 4,000 
Telephone 3,048 2,864 
Insurance 2,520 2,434 
Meetings and conventions 2,170 2,761 
Advertising and promotion 1,257 1,770 
Meeting honorarium 1,050 1,100 
Business taxes, licences and memberships 999 890 
Water testing 664 282 
Interest and bank charges 273 275 
Equipment rentals 150 - 
Training 135 225 
Management fees - 20 
Repairs and maintenance - 94 

 
412,946 308,857 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES FROM OPERATIONS 12,490 70,495 

OTHER INCOME   

Interest income 127 150 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES $ 12,617 $ 70,645 
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NET ASSETS - BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 138,140   $ 67,495 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES   12,617 70,645 
 

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR $ 150,757   $ 138,140 
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 2020 2019 

 

OPERATING ACTIVITIES 

  

Excess of revenues over expenses $ 12,617 $ 70,645 

Changes in non-cash working capital: 
  

Accounts receivable (52,366) (78,328) 
Accounts payable 15,349 6,777 
Deferred income 4,408 (47,836) 
Prepaid expenses - 940 
Goods and services tax payable (1,544) 162 
Provincial sales tax payable (receivable) (246) 246 

 
(34,399) (118,039) 

 

Cash flow used by operating activities (21,782) (47,394) 
 

INVESTING ACTIVITY 

Long term investments (58) (10) 

DECREASE IN CASH FLOW (21,840) (47,404) 

Cash - beginning of year 37,506 84,910 

CASH - END OF YEAR (Note 4) $ 15,666 $ 37,506 
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1. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 
 

The financial statements were prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not- 
for-profit organizations (ASNFPO). 

 

 

2. PURPOSE OF THE COUNCIL 
 

North Saskatchewan River Basin Council (the "Council") is a not-for-profit organization incorporated 
provincially under the Non-profit Corporations Act of Saskatchewan. As a registered charity the Council 
is exempt from the payment of income tax under Section 149(1) of the Income Tax Act. 

 

The Council is a non-profit organization that was formed to support and direct the implementation of 
the Source Water Protection Plan for our watershed. 

 

 

3. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES Revenue 

recognition 

North Saskatchewan River Basin Council follows the deferral method of accounting for contributions. 
 

Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year in which the related expenses are 
incurred. Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when received or receivable if the 
amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured. 

 

Restricted investment income is recognized as revenue in the year in which the related expenses are 
incurred. Unrestricted investment income is recognized as revenue when earned. 

 

Seminar fees are recognized as revenue when the seminars are held. 

Government grants 

Government grants are recorded when there is a reasonable assurance that the Council had 

complied with and will continue to comply with, all the necessary conditions to obtain the grants. 
 

Contributed services 
 

Volunteers contribute a significant amount of their time each year. Because of the difficulty in 
determining their fair value, contributed services may not be recognized in the financial statements. 

 

Financial instruments policy 
 

The Council's financial instruments consist of cash and cash equivalents, accounts receivable and 
accounts payable and accrued liabilities. Unless otherwise noted, the fair values of these financial 
instruments approximate their carrying values. It is management's opinion that the Association is not 
exposed to significant interest, currency, or credit risks arising from these financial instruments. 

 

 

4. CASH 
  2020 2019 

Chequing account $ 14,470 $ 36,310 
Savings account 1,046 1,046 

Petty cash 150 150 

  
$ 15,666 $ 37,506 
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5. DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

During the year, the Council entered into various grant agreements. The grant agreements specify that 
the grant monies must either be used for the purposes specified in the grant agreement or must be 
returned to the grantor. Grant monies recognized in the year consist of amounts needed to offset 
expenses incurred and monies remaining at the end of agreements which the grantor has allowed the 
Council to retain. The changes in deferred contributions for the year are as follows: 

 

2020 2019 
 

Balance, beginning of year $ 2,591    $    50,427 Add: 

Government of Saskatchewan - Ministry of Agriculture 100,000 100,000 
Saskatchewan Water Security Agency 74,500 74,500 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 54,470 - 
Colleges and Institutes Canada 15,000 - 

Carrot River Watershed 12,500 - 

Government of Canada - Student Summer Jobs 6,936 6,141 
Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds - 6,000 

 

265,997 237,068 

Less: 

Revenue recognized (238,824) (234,477) 

Adjustment for grants receivable (20,174) - 

 
 

Balance, end of year $ 6,999 $ 2,591 

 

 
 

6. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 
 

The Council is exposed to various risks through its financial instruments and has a comprehensive risk 
management framework to monitor, evaluate and manage these risks. The following analysis provides 
information about the Council's risk exposure and concentration as of March 31, 2020. 

 

Credit risk 
 

Credit risk arises from the potential that a counter party will fail to perform its obligations. The  Council 
is exposed to credit risk from customers. In order to reduce its credit risk, the Council reviews a new 
customer's credit history before extending credit and conducts regular reviews of its existing 
customers' credit performance. An allowance for doubtful accounts is established based upon factors 
surrounding the credit risk of specific accounts, historical trends and other information. The Council 
has a significant number of customers which minimizes concentration of credit risk. 

 

Liquidity risk 
 

Liquidity risk is the risk that an entity will encounter difficulty in meeting obligations associated with 
financial liabilities. The Council is exposed to this risk mainly in respect of its receipt of funds from its 
customers and other related sources, long-term debt, obligations under capital leases, contributions 
to the pension plan, and accounts payable. 
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7. CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
 

The Council's capital consists of its net assets. The Association manages capital through an annual 
budget process and continuous monitoring of revenues and expenses against the budget. 
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8. ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE 
 

The Council's primary source of revenue is received from government agencies. The Council's 
ability to continue viable operations is dependent upon this funding. 

 

 


